
JUBILEES AND DATES 

ISAAK YAKOVLEVICH POSTOVSKII (ON HIS 80TH BIRTHDAY) 

Academician Isaak Yakovlevich Postovskii celebrated his 80thbirthday on March 17, 1978. 

Academician Postovskii was born in Odessa and received his chemical education in the 
Munchen TechnicalUniversity, wherehis first studies (on the chemistry of porphyrins) were 
carried out under the supervision of Nobel laureate H. Fischer. 

In 1926 at the age of 28 Academician Postovskii arrived in Sverdlovsk and from that time 
on always linked his destiny with the Ural region and the Ural Polytechnic Institute (UPI). 
The Eastern Institute of Coal Chemistry, a branch of the All-Union Scientific-Research Pharma- 
ceutical-Chemistry Institute, and the Institute of Chemistry of the Ural Scientific Center 
were created with his direct participation and supervision. 

In the 50 years duringwhich Academician Postovskii headed the department of organic chem- 
istry of UPI he created a large school of organic chemists. A total of 67 masters and seven 
doctoral dissertations were defended under his supervision. He also published more than 300 
scientific papers and obtained dozens of author's certificates for inventions. 

The research accomplished by Academician Postovskii has made a fundamental contribution 
to the development of the theory of organic chemistry. He shed light on problems involving 
the structures and colors of a number of natural pigments and synthetic dyes of the formazan 
type~ He also made detailed studies of nitrogen-, sulfur-, and oxygen-containing heterocy- 
cles, established the interrelationship between the structures and biological activities in 
these series, and investigated the problems in the tautomerism and dual reactivities of a num- 
ber of heteroaromatic structures. In addition, heexamined the effect of annelation and the in- 
troduction of heteroatoms on the properties of cyclic systems and obtained new data pertinent 
to the problems of nucleophilic substitution of hydrogen in the heteroaromatic ring. 

Academician Postovskiils interests are not, of course, limited to the chemistry of het- 
erocycles. For years he has been engaged in the study of condensed hydrocarbons, and his 
research on the chemistry of organofluorine compounds has been deservedly recognized. 

At the end of the thirties, Academician Postovskii became interested in the synthesis 
of sulfonamide compounds. In 1938 he and L. N. Goldyrev synthesized an original sulfonamide 
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preparation -- sul'fidin -- and during World War II in the Sverdlovsk Pharmaceutical-Chemical 
Plant he instituted the production of a series of sulfonamide preparations that saved 
the lives of manythousands of wounded soldiers of the Soviet Army. From that point on Aca- 
demician Postovskii continued his research on the synthesis of medicinals, occupying himself 
with the search for antituberculous, antitumorigenic, antlradiatlon, and detoxifying prepara- 
tions. The preparations "larusan," "metilftivazid," and "suktsimer" have been incorporated in 
medical practice. 

Academician Postovskii is an outstanding educator and a talented scientific organizer 
who conveys his knowledge and scientific style to young scientists. Following in his foot- 
steps, all of his students have become enthusiasts of science who are staunchly devoted to 
their scientific endeavors. 

For his outstanding scientific activity Academician Postovskil has been awarded the Or- 
der of Lenin, the Order of the October Revolution, three Orders of the Red Banner of Labor, 
and the Badge of Honor. 

Academician Postovskii has twice received the State Prize of the USSR, and in 1952 he 
was awarded the title "Honoured ScientiSt and Technologist of the RSFSR." In 1970 he was 
elected academician of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR. 

The editorial board of Khimiya Geterotsiklicheskikh Soedinenii and numerous scientists 
cordially congratulate Academician Postovskii on his 80th birthday and wish him good health 
and new creative successes. 
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